- Utility Trailer Manufacturing Company

Dectober 19, 1997

Mr. Bahman Hajialiakbar

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works
Waste Management Division

Underground Tank Section

© 900 South Fremont Avenue

Alhambra, California 91803-1331

Re: Closure of In-Ground Process Structure

Dear Mr. Hajialiakbar:

As you know, our company removed an open-top processing
structure from our production line on September 18, 1992. As dis-
cussed on OSeptember 16, neither our company nor the various
agencies that have inspected our plant in the past have con-
sidered this structure to be an underground storage tank. It has
always been considered to be an exempt flow-through process con-
‘tainer. Nevertheless, we decided to close the structure in accor-
dance with the UGT laws in response to your agency’s comments,
without waiving our belief that these laws do not apply to the

process container.

Despite our disagreement over the status of the process con-
tainer, we do appreciate the personal assistance and rapid
response of you and your staff in expediting our container
remcval as part of certain manufacturing changes. We have
enclosed for your review and approval the Excavation Monitoring
Report prepared by our consultant, Harding Lawson Associates. As
this report explains, we have performed the following actions to
complete the removal of the process container:

(1) Sent our initial letter to you on September 4,
regarding the planned removal of the process container:

() Submitted a permit application to the Waste

‘ Management Division for the process container,
as if it were a UST, without waiving our belief
that it is not appropriately regulated as a UST;

(3) Paid the permit application fee for the operation
of the process container;
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(4) Submitted applications to the Waste Management
Division and the County Fire Department for a
permit to close the container as if it were a UST;

(5) Paid the closure permit fees for the process
container;

(6) Submitted a copy of the MSDS for Tectyl 127B. the
only substance used in the process container;

(7) Removed the process container in accordance with
the Waste Management Division, Fire Department and
Air Quality Management District requirements;

(8) Documented visually that there was no release from
the primary steel container, and no Tectyl 127B
inside the concrete secondary containment;

(8) Documented visually and analytically that there
was no release of Tectyl 127B into the soil adjacent
to the secondary containment;

{10) Documented visually and analytically that there was
no release from the concrete secondary containment of
the small quantity of the liquid foam insulation
compound;

(11) Collected and analyzed two s0il samples below the pro-
cess container excavation, two samples of the stock-
piled soil, and one sample of the liquid foam insula-
tion compound inside the secondary containment; and

(12) Drained and scraped the steel primary container to
ensure that it was empty, had the container certified
as non-hazardous by a state-certified marine chemist,
and transported the container to a scrap metal recycler

for recycling.

S50il analytical results and visual observations demonstrate
that there has been no release from the process container. As
stated in the enclosed report from Harding Lawson Associates, no
volatile organic compounds were detected in the excavation and no
Title 22 metals were detected at concentrations even approaching
the TTLC standards. The petroleum hydrocarbons found in very low
concentrations in the s80il are different from those contained in
either the Tectyl 127B or the foam insulation, and apparently are
‘naturally occurring substances. In addition, any Tectyl 127B
that escaped the process container would have been clearly
visible on the outside of the primary steel containment, the in-
side of the concrete secondary containment and in the soil. None
was observed during the tank removal and excavation process.
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Therefore, we respectfully request that the Waste Management
District confirm that the process container has been closed in
accordance with the UST laws and regulations. We would greatly
appreciate your confirmation of this closure shortly, so that we
can again use this area of our manufacturing building. Upon
receipt of your approval, we plan to backfill the excavation with
the stockpiled soil and replace the concrete surface.

Thank you once again for rapidly assisting us in our removal
of the process container. Please call me if you have any ques-
tions on the Excavation Monitoring Report, the soil sampling
results or the process container removal.

Sincerely,
Bob Dixon
Engineer
‘BD:mtl
Encl:
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